
Boudicca, the Iceni Queen

Almost 2000 years ago there was a Celtic tribe called the Iceni that 
lived in Norfolk. Their ruler was called Prasutagus and his wife was 
Boudicca.

When Romans came to Britain they 
promised Prasutagus to leave his people 
in peace. Unfortunately, when 
Prasutagus died, the Romans broke 
their promise and turned on the Iceni 
people. They stole from them, made 
people slaves and even whipped 
Boudicca and her daughters.

Boudicca was very angry and decided to 
fight back. She asked other tribes to join her and formed an army 
called the Britons.

One day the Britons led by Boudicca attacked the Romans. They 
managed to destroy Colchester and defeat a part of the Roman 
army. Then they carried on and also destroyed Londinium (today’s 
London) and Verulamium (today’s St. Albans). Over 70 000 people 
died in the battles.

Later on the Roman army 
managed to regroup and 
eventually defeated 
Boudicca and the Britons. 

No one knows what 
happened to Boudicca. 
Some people say she was 

killed in the battle, some say she fell ill and died. But it remains a 
mystery. 



A Roman writer called Dio described Boudicca as a tall woman with 
red hair hanging below her waist. She had a harsh voice and piercing 
glare. She wore a large golden necklace, a colourful tunic and a thick 
cloak fastened by a brooch.

Boudicca is famous for her inspirational speech to her people:

“I am fighting as someone like you who has lost their freedom. I am 
fighting for my bruised body. The gods will grant us the revenge we 
deserve. Think of how many of us are fighting, and why. Then you will 
win this battle or die. That is what I, a woman, plan to do. Let the 
men live as slaves if they want. I won’t!”

This is a statue of Boudicca near Westminster in London.


