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7th June 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We will be reopening our schools to children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 from Monday 15th June. I 

apologise for the slight delay in sending this letter to you, but there has been a considerable amount 

of organisation to put in place to achieve this wider opening safely and successfully.  

 

As discussed in my last letter, we have had to plan extensively to ensure that the wider reopening of 

our schools is as safe as it can possibly be for children, staff and families. As a result, until the end of 

the summer term school for children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will look very different from 

their usual experience. It is important that we are completely clear with you what this will look like so 

that you can then make an informed decision about whether you want your child to return to school at 

the moment or not.  

 

WHAT WILL BE DIFFERENT? 

• The school day for children returning in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will be shorter than the 

usual school day. Children in these year groups should not arrive before 9.30am each day 

and will be leaving the school premises at 2.30pm. This ensures that we are able to keep 

these children separate from our key worker and vulnerable children, who will also be in school 

every day for childcare. It also gives our premises staff enough time to make sure each room is 

deep cleaned thoroughly ready for the next day.  

 

• Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 returning to school from 15th June will have 

their own entrances and exits and will not be permitted to enter or leave the school sites 

from another place.  

o Reception children will be entering the school from the pedestrian entrance on Colman 

Road  - Holly class children will enter and exit the building from the outside classroom 

door; Willow class children will enter and exit the school from the entrance in the 

courtyard.   

o Year 1 children should enter the school site from the South Park Avenue pedestrian 

entrance only. Please ensure that you leave sufficient space for social distancing on the 

narrow pathway and use the grass to walk on if necessary. Beech class children should 

enter the school through their outside classroom door by the newly painted benches. 



 

 

Maple class children will enter and exit the school building through the usual main doors 

from the playground.  

o Year 6 children will enter and exit the school through their usual pedestrian pathway. 

Parents or other family members will not permitted to enter the school buildings at the 

start and end of the school day at this time.  

 

• Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will not be coming into school every day. They 

will be on a rota and, based on your earlier indications of sending your children back to school, 

this will be a 3 day rota, with children coming into school every three days only. This means 

that we can keep group sizes at 10 children or less and can maintain social distancing 

appropriately. Clearly if more parents decide that they would like their children to return to 

school on June 15th, then this rota will need to be changed to meet growing demand yet keeping 

group sizes below 10.  

 

• Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 returning to school will stay with their group of 

children throughout their day at school and on all following days they are in school until 

the end of term. They will have separate breaks and playtimes to the other groups in school 

and will not be allowed to mix or socialise with children in other groups. They will be based 

within their own classroom wherever possible and will not necessarily be in a group with 

classmates of their choice. Requests to move your child to a different group or a different day 

will not be considered.  

 

• Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will have staggered lunchtimes to ensure that 

they do not mix with children from other groups in school. Children will eat their lunches in 

their classrooms. Hot dinners will not be available at this time. School packed lunches will be on 

offer for all children in school and Universal Infant Free School Meals will of course be back in 

place for children in Reception and Year 1. Children who do not want a school packed lunch can 

bring in their own packed lunch from home. Home packed lunches will be kept within the 

classrooms during the day to limit physical contact with others in school.  

 

• Children returning to Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 from 15th June may find that they 

are not with the adults that they are most familiar with in school. We have done our very 

best to limit any changes to staffing but like the rest of the country, school staff members 

have their own individual and family health needs which we need to take into consideration.  

 

• The Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 classrooms will look very different from the rooms the 

children are used to. Tables and additional furniture have been removed from each room to 

ensure that there is appropriate social distancing in each room. Children will be expected to 

use their own table and their own equipment. All soft furnishings and equipment that cannot be 

cleaned quickly and easily have been removed from each room. Children will not be permitted to 

bring in additional equipment, stationery or toys from home at this time. 

 

• Any trips, visits, clubs or events that usually take place in the Summer term will not be 

taking place. There will not be any sports days, school plays, visitors, face to face assemblies, 

transition visits or moving up days with new classes.  

 

 



 

 

• We have introduced additional behavioural expectations in our schools at this time and have 

attached a copy of these additional rules for your information. Children will be expected to 

follow adult instructions in school at all times and children who are unable to do this or behave 

in a manner that is unsafe to themselves or others will be sent home. 

 

• Parents of children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 who attend the key worker and 

vulnerable children childcare provision in school will need to make a decision about which 

group they want their child to attend. Children will be unable to attend the childcare 

provision AND the year group wider provision as we do not have sufficient accommodation or 

staff to keep these children separate and safe.  

 

• We will not accept children into school if we are not expecting them on the day.  

 

• The school libraries and reading books will not be available. Each group of children will have 

a box of books in their room that they can use and select from. Any books they take home and 

return will then be quarantined for 72 hours following government guidelines.  

 

• Additional pastoral support from Mrs Mitchell will be in place as we know that some children 

will find the return to school challenging.  

 

WHAT WILL BE THE SAME? 

Your children will receive the same warm welcome that they do every day, the same high level of care 

and interest in them as individuals. The ethos of our schools remains the same and the safety and 

wellbeing of the children is at the heart of everything we do and every decision we make. Any 

questions or queries you may have can be addressed to the members of staff on the gates each 

morning, by telephone to the school offices or by email to office@colmanfederation.org.uk We are 

always here to help.  

 

We will continue to provide learning packs for Reception and Year 1 children who do not return to 

school from 15th June and also for Year 2 children. We will also continue to provide online learning for 

children in Years 3, 4 and 5 as well as those Year 6 children who do not return to school from 15th 

June.  

 

We will continue to support our families with food bank vouchers, food parcels from Soul Church and 

additional parent support from Geraldine, our Parent Support Adviser.  

 

WHAT NEXT? 

You have already told us if you would like your child to attend school upon wider reopening of 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. If you have changed your mind at all about your decision, please let us 

know as soon as possible and by Wednesday 10th June at the latest. If we do not hear from you, we will 

assume that your decision has not changed. Please be aware that we will not be able to accept your 

child into school from 15th June if we are not expecting them. It is also important to remind you 

that all attendance regulations have been removed for this term and if you decide not to bring your 

child back to school this term, there will not be any action taken as a result of this.  

 

mailto:office@colmanfederation.org.uk


 

 

There is no right or wrong way of dealing with a global pandemic and we know that everyone is trying 

their very best to manage their lives and families under considerable pressure. There is absolutely no 

judgement from us about your decision to bring your children back to school or keep them at home. 

Everyone needs to do what is right for their families and their circumstances and we will all be in 

different situations that cannot be directly compared.  

 

We will contact you again on Thursday 11th June, letting you know which group your child will be in and 

which days they will be able to attend school.  In the meantime, please take good care of yourselves 

and your families and we look forward to seeing some of you again very soon.  

 

With best wishes 

 

Julie Sandford 

Executive Headteacher 

The Colman Federation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


