
Home Learning Pack English Week 4 

Task One 

Fun Fact: Today, Scottish people celebrate Burns Night.  

Spelling, punctuation, and grammar 

Identify the different types of punctuation in these sentences from “Floodland”.  

Write their names, not just the symbol. Choose one type and discuss why Marcus Sedgwick 

might have chosen to use it. 

 

“Zoe… well, go then!” he shouted.     

“Beats raising a mortgage, doesn’t it?” 

said her mum. 

  

“So why are you looking for them, 

then?” said Molly. “They obviously 

wanted to get rid of you!” 

  

She had been sure her parents would 

come and find her, but maybe they 

couldn’t get a boat, or maybe they’d 

even… 

  

“Yes, Spat. Smart. Smarter than you, 

anyway.” 

  

I think Marcus Sedgwick used…    

 

  

  

  

Vocabulary: 

I’ve written some not-very-exciting sentences about Zoe and Eels Island. Try and make them 

more exciting and correct my spellings, and a few punctuation errors, too! There’s also a 

piece of information that isn’t right- try and remember what you’ve read. I will be very 

impressed if you spot it! 

Zoe is the main caracter in the book 

floodland by Marcus sedgwick. Its a good 

book. 

  

 

  



The scary place that Zoe goes too is called 

Eels island. It used to be called Cambridge 

before. 

  

 

 

  

To get to eels island, Zoe has to use a boat. 

The journey makes her sad.  

  

 

 

  

dooby is the leader on Eels island. He 

doesnt seem very nice. 

 

 

 

 

  

Zoe and her Parents used to live in Norich, 

Now Zoe does Not know wear her parents 

are. This makes her feel miserable.  

  

 

 

 

  
 

  



Task 2 

Fun fact: Today is Australia Day! G'day, Year Six.  

L.O. To be able to answer questions about Chapter Six of “Floodland”. 

Please listen to Chapter Six of Floodland before moving on to the questions.  

You can use the video on Marcus Sedgewick website: 

https://marcussedgwick.com/floodland 

After reading: 

I’ve devised a Quick Quiz to test how much you can remember from Chapter Six. If 

you’re feeling confident, you can try to use your brain on its own, but if you’d like to, you 

can listen back over the recording or look at the book to help out. Try and make sure 

your answers are at least one FULL sentence in length.  

1. How does Zoe feel about Munchkin? 

  

  

2. What does Zoe need to find out? Why does she need to know this? 

  

  

3. How did Dooby end up on the island? 

  

  

4. How did the island change when Dooby arrived? 

  

  

5. How do you feel about Dooby? How do you think he feels? 

  

  

  

 

 

  

https://marcussedgwick.com/floodland


Task 3 

Speeches 

Starter: Have a think about what comes to mind when you hear the word “speeches”. Do you 

think about celebrations? People on the television? Crowds? Show me with a mind map. (You 

can do this on OneNote or on paper and then take a photograph.) 

  

  

    

  

 

  

  

  

 There are a few different speeches available below. Choose one of them and read it aloud. 

You can record yourself (and upload this if you like!), or perform it to an adult in your house, 

a brother or sister, or even one of your pets.  

  

Why do you think it’s a good speech, and what features make it good? Do you think it could 

be improved? How? 

Some features of persuasive speeches:  

Repeated phrases or words, alliteration, emotional language, humour, short snappy sentences, 

rhetorical questions (questions you aren't expected to answer). 

Well done Year Six! We will talk through this work today on our Zoom call.  

 

  



Speech 1: 

Sleep is important. Nobody fully understands why we need it, but scientists think that the 

body uses the time to recover and to repair damage. When we fall asleep our heart and 

breathing rates slow down, muscles relax and our senses rest. If this is the case, are you 

giving your body enough rest?  

Lack of sleep means that the body and brain do not work properly. If you don’t go to bed at a 

reasonable time, you will be sleepy in class and not learn so much.  

Tiredness means you may not be able to think clearly, and you may also be a danger to other 

people. Accidents can happen. You will lack energy, and even playing becomes too much of an 

effort. Is staying up late really worth it?  

There is some truth in the old saying  

“Early to bed and early to rise, makes us healthy, wealthy and wise.” 

 

Speech 2: 

 

I cannot believe that Craven Pond is going to be filled in! Don’t people realise that hundreds 

of different kinds of birds, amphibians, insects and fish live here? What will happen to them 

if their habitat is taken away? We all know that natural habitats are disappearing at a 

worrying rate. It is our duty to preserve as many of these as we can.  

Adults are always telling us that we should use our time productively. My friends and I have 

spent many weekends and summer evenings studying and cataloguing the wildlife of this pond. 

We have found over 30 species. If Craven Pond is filled in we will be forced to hang about 

the streets because there will be nothing to occupy our time. Is that what the adults want? 

 

Speech 3  

Friends Matter 

The perfect recipe for a good friend: a pinch of loyalty, a large spoonful of trust, and a full 

packet of forgiveness.  

 

Picture your friends: dependable, honest and supportive. They are all of these and more but 

what would you be without them? 

 

Friends are more important than they may seem. I can easily trust mine to listen to what I 

have to say. I can easily promise not to judge them, because I know they always do the same 

for me. I can easily get on with my life, feeling better about myself, knowing that I am 

actually liked. I don’t know what I’d be if I had none.  



 

Back in December, I met a boy called Charlie, he seemed like a normal eleven year old child 

but what he was battling through was fatal. He didn’t have any friends, anyone to support 

him or keep him company. Every lunch time, he was alone in the playground without a soul to 

play with or anyone to talk to.  

 

This upset me, and made me think; is that really what nearly 50% of the population of 

children feel like at this moment in time? I was shocked, and I knew more than ever that this 

situation needed to be stopped, everyone deserves a friend. Otherwise, who will defend you, 

who will you share your precious secrets with, who will respect you? 

 

People should not have to go through this, especially not the bright children of the world, 

who have so much to live for. It may seem impossible, but we can help, be nice to everyone, 

not just your own friends. Make an effort, and invite them to your parties. It’s not fair on 

them if you don’t!  

 

So go on, make a new friend, and always smile at everyone!  

Thank you  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Key: 

1. Repetition                            2.  List of 3                          3.  Statistics/facts      

 4.   Personal pronouns                        5.  Rhetorical questions 



Task 4 

Your mission today: plan a speech! 

In Chapter Six, we learned why the islanders listen to Dooby, and what happened when he 

came to the island. Looking back on your answers from Tuesday’s lesson will be helpful for 

this one.  

Today, you are going to be planning speeches! Tomorrow, you will write them. When you are 

planning and writing, you will imagine that you are Dooby, and giving a speech to the 

islanders to convince them that you should be their leader to protect the islanders and 

keep them safe.  

Yesterday (on Wednesday), you read and performed some speeches, and looked at what 

made a good speech. Reflecting back on that will be very helpful today when planning your 

speech.  

If you go to the home learning page of the school website you will find a video of 

Miss Armstrong-Mortlock explaining the task which will be useful to watch. 

http://www.colmanfederation.co.uk/home-learning/ 

Remember- you’re writing as if you were Dooby, on Eel Island, not as a pupil from Colman     

Junior School! 

Start of your speech- 

what are you trying to 

convince the islanders 

about? 

  

Why is what you are 

saying important? 

  

What might happen if 

people don’t listen to 

you? 

  

You can solve the 

problem- how? 

  

Make a strong finishing 

statement- be 

confident when you 

finish your speech! 

  

  

Here are some quotes from the text to help you: 

• There were loads of stores. Food, blankets. Before the storm we got most of it ashore 

and stored it in the cathedral. Dooby did it. He saved us. (Munchkin, page 52). 
• He’s the boss. Anyway, without him, we’d all be in big trouble. No one else would know how 

to organize things anyway, he looks after us, see? (Munchkin, page 51). 
• It was a long time ago. Dooby’s been in charge since then, without him, it’d be like it was 

before. It would be awful. (Munchkin, page 52).  

http://www.colmanfederation.co.uk/home-learning/


Task 5 

If you go to the home learning page of the school website you will find a video of Miss 

Armstrong-Mortlock explaining the task which will be useful to watch. 

http://www.colmanfederation.co.uk/home-learning/ 

Writing your speech!  

You can watch Today, all of that hard work with your English is going to come together as you 

write your speech as Dooby. You’ll need to make sure your planning template is somewhere 

where you can easily see it.  

Start at the beginning, writing your introduction. Use your plan to help with your structure, 

and don’t be afraid to stop writing and look back over your plan (or the recordings of the 

book) if you get stuck.  

We also did some work on punctuation, grammar and vocabulary this week- I’ll be super 

impressed if you can show me how well you can use these in your work.  

You should spend about 45 minutes on this. If you finish, it’s always a good idea to look back 

over your work, checking for spelling mistakes or missed punctuation.  

Good luck! I really look forward to reading these! 

  

http://www.colmanfederation.co.uk/home-learning/


LO: To write a persuasive speech 

Success Criteria:  

• I have used the first person 

• I have used a range of persuasive devices (eg repetition, rhetorical questions, emotive 

language) 

• I have used ambitious vocabulary 

• I have used a range of cohesive devices (eg conjunctions, fronted adverbials) 

• I have used a range of ambitious punctuation accurately 
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