
English Week 5  

For useful links and videos from your teachers for English this week please visit the Year 6 

Home Learning page: http://www.colmanfederation.co.uk/home-learning/ 

Monday 

Today we will be using a BBC bitesize lesson to recap homophones and paragraphs. Please 

watch the videos and complete each activity.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z2tvhcw 

 

 

 

  

http://www.colmanfederation.co.uk/home-learning/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z2tvhcw


Tuesday  

Today we are going to look at chapter seven of Floodland. On the school website you will find 

a video of Mr Genders reading chapter seven and there is a copy of the chapter for you to 

refer back to.  

Vocabulary  

Find and copy:  

1) A phrase on page 56 that means having enough. _______________ 

 

2) A phrase that shows you cars no longer exist. ______________ 

 

Can you explain what salvation means? ______________________________________ 

What does quivering mean? Why would the boy be quivering? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Retrieve 

What’s the only way Zoe can foresee getting Lyca back? __________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

What is Zoe’s surname? ______________________________________________ 

Who do the boys find? ______________________ 

Why wouldn’t the gatekeeper let Zoe out? _____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Infer 

Why does Zoe feel at a dead end? ___________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Why does William pat the bench? ____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Why is William confused about Zoe wanting to save him? __________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Why couldn’t Zoe sleep? ___________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

What do you think Zoe means at the end of the chapter when she says she knows who it was? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

  



Explain 

What does Zoe’s reaction to Cat’s torture tell you about her character? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Summarise 

Summarise Zoe’s plan to get off the island in less than fifteen words.  

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

  



Wednesday  

Today we are going to be looking in more detail at Climate Change for our English lesson. A 

big theme from the book.  

  

Please read the text and answer the questions, make sure you refer back to the text to help 

you with your answers.  
 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 



 

  



Thursday 

Please listen to Chapter 8 before you start today’s lesson. You will find a video on the school 

website:  http://www.colmanfederation.co.uk/home-learning/ 

Today we are going to be looking more at poetry. Have a look at one of the poems below and 

answer the questions about it.  

I Asked the River Valerie Bloom - I Asked the River on Vimeo 
'Why do you run?' I asked the river, 

'So fast I can't compete.' 

'I run,' the river said, 'because 

I have some streams to meet.' 

'Where do you go?' I asked the river, 

'And what do you do there?' 

'I go to the valley,' the river said, 

'Where I wash the rushes' hair.' 

'Why do you sing?' I asked the river, 

'Such a sweet and happy tune?' 

'Because,' the river smiled, 

'I'm having lunch with the sea at noon.' 

'Why do you laugh?' I asked the river, 

'You'll share the joke I suppose?' 

'I woke the mountain,' the river grinned, 

'By tickling his toes.' 

Then the river shuddered, groaned and sighed, 

The song of the streams and the laughter died, 

And it whispered sadly, 'I can't, I can't,' 

As it limped along like an ancient aunt. 

'Now why do you wait?' I asked the river, 

'And why is your current so slow?' 

'Something holds me back, ' it said. 

Its voice was faint and low. 

'And is that why you're getting small? 

Is that why you sigh?' 

'I sigh,' the river said, 'because 

I know that soon I'll die.' 

'Why don't you fight for your life?' I asked, 

'You only foam and seethe.' 

'My lungs are clogged,' the river moaned, 

'And I can hardly breathe.' 

'Perhaps a rest,' I told the river, 

'Would help to clear your head.' 

'I cannot rest,' the river said, 

'There's garbage in my bed.' 

http://www.colmanfederation.co.uk/home-learning/
https://vimeo.com/129758261


'What's this garbage,' I asked, disturbed, 

'Which is clogging up your sand?' 

'Poisonous waste and wrappers like this, 

Which just fell from your hand.' 

 

The sea’s hands  
The sea lays big glass hands on the sand, 

spreading its fingers out as if new 

to the shore. It can’t quite believe in it. 

It wants to hold on before the glass breaks. 

And it does break, giggling with froth, 

lets go and slips back as it always knew 

it would and the waves clap their hands 

erupting broad cream flakes 

of pleasure into the air which is moving 

and will move for ever, through 

any fingers. And the sea doesn’t mind. 

It is the glass not the heart that breaks. 

From In the Land of Giants.  

The Sea’s Hands on Vimeo 

River reflection 
Poem from Red Cherry Red by Jackie Kay 

Standing by the river, my face grew 

into a flat fish and floated off 

to a lily pad, and I was lonely 

without myself, without my twin. 

The river kept going on and on, 

talking to itself dark thoughts, 

and the rain started pattering on my face, 

so that I looked like a spotted leaf. 

And my eyes searched the river for my past 

that might lie thick and slow underneath – 

until somebody called my name, 

and I walked home, turning my back on myself. 

Jackie Kay River Reflection on Vimeo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/72747525
https://vimeo.com/162509416


How does the poem sound to you? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does the language of the poem do? Do you like any particular words or phrases? Why? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Does it have rhythm? How does it feel? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Whose is the voice of the poem? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the theme of the poem? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

What type of poem is it? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

How is it laid out? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________  



Friday 

     

 

   

 



Today we are writing our own poems about the sea, considering the impact it has had on the 

landscape for Zoe.  

What would Zoe write about the sea? 

How do you think Zoe feels to wake up each morning to find the world around her filled with 

water? 

Write your own free verse poem (not rhyming, like the ones we looked at yesterday) in role 

as Zoe. You should watch the video for this lesson on the school website first to help you 

understand how to do this. You can also use the images above to help you.  

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 


