
Topic Week 5 Task 1 

Last week we began to talk about climate change and started to talk about what some of the 

problems are. This week we are going to think a bit more about what we can do collectively to 

look after our planet and slow down climate change.  

There are four key things that David Attenbrough mentions in his documentary:  

 

Today we are going to look at using less space. Read the information about deforestation: 

Deforestation 

Deforestation is the deliberate removal of forests. This is done by cutting down trees and 

shrubs, starting fires and removing too many trees during logging. This happens so that the 

land can be used for other things, including planting crops such as the soybean, agriculture, 

grazing cattle, mining, as well as the development of towns and cities. Deforestation 

destroys the habitats of many trees, plants, animals and other living creatures. 

Deforestation is happening at a dangerous rate. Currently, 30% of the world’s land area is 

covered by forests but they are being cleared so quickly, that between 1990 and 2016, earth 

lost 1.3 million km2 of forest. This equates to an area larger than South Africa.  

Forests are vital for life on earth. They are an essential habitat for a wide variety of species 

of animals, plants and fungi. This means that forests are biodiverse. Every living part of a 

forest depends on another for its survival. 

Forests, and the biodiversity within them, provide many benefits, such as: 

• they break down pollutants, such as carbon dioxide, which reduces the negative 

impacts these have on earth; 

• they help keep the climate stable; 

• they help damaged areas recover more quickly from disasters, such as wildfires and 

earthquakes; 

• they ensure nutritious food is easily available for all animals, including humans; 

• they improve water quality and enable living things to cope with the pressures of 

pollution. 

 



What is the effect of deforestation on plants and animals? 

Forests are more than just trees. Many different species of plants can only survive in 

certain forests, which means that when whole forests are lost, the biodiversity that lives 

there is also lost – some possibly forever. 

Deforestation is causing a huge decline in the numbers of many animals as they lose their 

habitats and food sources. 80% of the world’s animals and plants live in forests, along with 

25% of the world’s species of insects. More than two-thirds of earth’s plant species come 

from rainforests. A single kilometre in a rainforest may be the habitat for over a thousand 

species.  

1 million species are currently at risk of extinction globally, including hundreds of  species of 

animals that live in forests. 

 

 

What is the effect of deforestation on the planet? 

Carbon dioxide enters the atmosphere naturally when plants and animals decompose and when 

living things breathe out. However, carbon dioxide levels are now increasing as a direct result 

of human activity.  

Coal, oil and natural gas are all fossil fuels. They are formed from the remains of dead plants 

and animals over millions of years. Vast amounts of fossil fuels are burnt to generate 

electricity. This releases a lot of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. 



As large areas of forests are cleared, the amount of carbon dioxide that can be removed is 

reduced. This has a major effect on the climate.  

The world’s population is growing so fast, that there are now 7.8 billion people needing 

somewhere to live and produce food. This enormous growth means that more forests are 

being removed all the time but at what cost? 

 

Now we are going to watch a couple of videos and answer some questions about them. You will 

find the links to the videos on the School Website home learning page.  

Video 1: The Importance of Forests 

In 2000 years, how much of the earth’s forests have been removed by humans?  

Name two ways rural people use forests.  

How do roots prevent landslides?  

What sized area of forest is cleared every second globally?  

Video 2: Ten Myths about Deforestation 

Which crop is the biggest cause of deforestation?  

How does growing soy contribute to deforestation?  

Name two foods which might contain palm oil.  

What does sustainable palm oil mean?  

Name two ways we could help stop deforestation.  

  



Topic Week 5 Task 2 

We are going to continue to look at the impact of deforestation, looking in more detail at how 

it affects those living in the forest.  

Read the information about endangered animals. Then create your own poster, fact file or 

PowerPoint about an endangered animal to raise awareness. You could find out more about one 

of these animals or research a different endangered animal.,  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



Watch Video 3: How to save our forests and re-wild our planet.  

 

 


